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August 2025 Newsletter

In this issue:
e August-September calendar
e No in-person worship August 17 and 24
e News from UCC General Synod

August-September Calendar

Sunday, August 17 — No in-person service, email worship as usual
Sunday, August 24 — No in-person service, email worship as usual
Saturday, August 30, to Monday, Sept. 1 — Labor Day weekend

Special schedule for August

Pastor Mary will be in New England working at “grief camp” and will be away on two
Sundays in August, the 17" and 24™. We will take a break from attending in-person worship on
those two days, but we will still send out the email worship service as usual. We will resume
regular worship at the Little Brown Church on August 31.

News from UCC General Synod

The 35th General Synod of the United Church of Christ met during July in Kansas City,
Missouri. As with all such gatherings, much of the time was spent on elections, bylaw
discussions, introductions, and recognitions. Judging from news coverage, a highlight was the
election as associate general minister of the Rev. Shari Prestemon, who received an
overwhelming number of votes and a standing ovation.

In seeking the nomination, according to the UCC news site, Prestemon challenged Synod
delegates not to tire in an “alarming” time in the United States and the world. “Some days it feels
as if every core value we hold precious in the United Church of Christ, every scriptural
command we take to heart, is under assault,” she said.



Prestemon continued, “We are living in times of immense anxiety and instability in this
nation and around the world. Fear is both a completely legitimate experience and a weapon used
to intimidate and isolate us. Peace is a far too distant reality for siblings in many places — Sudan,
Haiti, Gaza and Ukraine among them.

“People are disappeared, plucked off our streets, given no due process, detained and
deported. There is an increasing price for lawful dissent and protest, an actual risk to prioritizing
or even naming values like diversity, equity and inclusion. ... We have slammed shut our
nation’s door to refugees and largely abandoned our humanitarian support around the world.”

Political violence, she said, “is rising and deeply alarming, stoked by nationalist, racist
rhetoric and ideologies.”

Amid all this, how can the United Church of Christ make an impact? Prestemon listed
some ways:

“Authentic partnerships and genuine relationships” matter. “When our own government
talks about turning Gaza into the Middle East Riviera and makes plans for Ukraine without
Ukraine’s involvement, when we’re abandoning so much of our positive engagement in the
world in favor of a hardened, America-first, imperialistic world view, building global
relationships of mutual care and respect is a counter-cultural imperative.

“The prophetic and the pastoral are bound up together ... quiet conversations and pastoral
care” are as important as speaking out with courage. “Our prophetic witness is strengthened
when we are also intentional about our pastoral presence, our willingness to be proximate to the
pain.

“Small numbers don’t equal small ministry.” The UCC’s impact ranges from local
churches’ work in their cities and towns to the 53,000 messages members sent to Congress
“advocating for just and caring legislation” in the first 100 days of the current U.S.
administration alone. “I will never underestimate our collective capacity to make a difference in
this world, and I hope you won’t either.”

More news from General Synod is here.

For more thoughts from a UCC leader, see Bishop Dwayne D. Royster’s essay in The
Hill. Royster is senior pastor of Faith United Church of Christ in the North Michigan Park
Section of Washington, D.C., and national political director of Faith in Action.

Also, Newsweek noted a General Synod resolution in this article with the headline,
“Church Accuses Donald Trump of ‘Domestic Terrorism.’”
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https://www.ucc.org/general-synod-35-highlights/?inf_contact_key=91cda4d48f93332e238f5a08a6c89f6716358d5485884e2f31e6019a0d26c8b0
https://thehill.com/opinion/congress-blog/5383599-congress-budget-bill-betrayal/?tbref=hp
https://thehill.com/opinion/congress-blog/5383599-congress-budget-bill-betrayal/?tbref=hp
https://www.newsweek.com/united-church-christ-ucc-donald-trump-ice-domestic-terrorism-2100205
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